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SUBJECT: QUERY RE NAMING US AMBASSADOR TO LIBYA 

1 . LAST MAY LIBYAN AMBASSADOR TO MOROCCO ABDALLAH 
AL-SHABANI SUWAYSI ASKED ME WHY WE CONTINUED TO REFUSE 
TO SEND AN AMBASSADOR TO TRIPOLI. HE LOOKS BACK ON HIS 
SERVICE IN WASHINGTON WITH NOSTALGIA, AND RAISED THE 
SUBJECT. ON A PERSONAL BASIS SIMPLY BECAUSE HE WISHED 

TO SEE CLOSER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND HIS COUNTRY. 
OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT SUWAYSI DOES NOT GET ALONG WITH 
QADHAFI, AND IS THEREFORE AN UNLIKELY CONDUIT FOR A 
LIBYAN PROBE. 

2. WHEN IN WASHINGTON IN EARLY JUNE I WAS GIVEN FOLLOWING 
GUIDANCE TO USE IN RESPONDING TO SUWAYSI'S INQUIRY: 

QUOTE. QUESTION: CAN YOU CONFIRM WHETHER THE LIBYANS 
HAVE OFFERED TO RESTORE COMPLETE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 
HAVE NOMINATED AN AMBASSADOR BUT THE USG HAS FAILED TO 
REPLY? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE COMPLETE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS: 
RELATIONS WITH LIBYA HAVE NEVER BEEN BROKEN SINCE THEY 
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IN THE OTHERS' CAPITAL BUT NEITHER IS CURRENTLY HEADED 
BY AN AMBASSADOR. IT IS TRUE THAT THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 
HAS NOMINATED AN AMBASSADOR: WE HAVE THAT NOMINATION 
UNDER CONSIDERATION. WE HAVE RECENTLY DISCUSSED WITH THE 
LIBYAN GOVERNMENT THE BARRIERS TO IMPROVED RELATIONS, AS 
WE SEE THEM. WE DO NOT DEMAND THAT EVERY NATION AGREE 
WITH ALL OF OUR POLICIES AS A CONDITION OF GOOD RELATIONS. 

WE DO FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT SO LONG AS THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 
CONTINUES ITS POLICY OF ACTIVELY UNDERMINING OUR EFFORTS 
TOWARD A MIDDLE EAST PEACE AND GIVES SUPPORT AND REFUGE TO 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS, THERE WILL BE LITTLE BASIS FOR 
IMPROVED RELATIONS. UNQUOTE. 

3. BECAUSE OF A VERY SERIOUS CAR ACCIDENT, SUWAYSI WAS 

OUT OF CIRCULATION FOR THE PAST FOUR MONTHS. HE REAPPEARED 
ON THE SCENE THIS WEEK AND AGAIN RAISED THE QUESTION OF 
OUR SENDING AN AMBASSADOR TO LIBYA. NOTING HE WOULD BE 
RETURNING TO TRIPOLI ON CONSULTATION DURING WEEK OF 
OCT 1 1 AND WOULD PROBABLY SEE QADHAFI. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING IF GUIDANCE IN PARA 2 
ABOVE IS STILL CURRENT SO I CAN ADVISE SUWAYSI OF OUR 
POSITION WHEN HE SEES ME ON OCTOBER 1 1 . 

ANDERSON 
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